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of the children he showed them the value of self-control,
charity, sympathy, and gratitude. In a similarly concrete
way the pupils were instructed in number and language
work by means of objects, and in geography and history
by conversation rather than by books. While they did
not learn their natural history primarily from nature, they
were taught to corroborate what they had learned by their
own observation. About this method he said: "Accord-
ing to my experience, success depends upon whether what
is taught to children commends itself to them as true
through being closely connected with their own observa-
tion. As a general rule, I attached little importance to
the study of words, even when explanations of the ideas
they represented were given."
In connection with his observational method, Pestalozzi
at this time began his attempt to reduce all perception to
its lowest terms, "the A B C of observation/7 as he after-
ward called it. It was while at Stanz, for example, that
he first adopted his well-known plan of teaching children
to read by means of exercises known as "syllabaries."
These joined the five vowels in succession to the different
consonants — "ab, eb, ib, ob, ub," and so on through all
the consonants. In a similar way he hoped to simplify all
education to such an extent that any mother wTould be able
to teach her children without the aid of a school, and
out of the experiments started at Stanz were gradually
developed all his educational contributions.
Further applications at Burgdorf and Yverdon. — After
removing to Burgdorf, he further worked out and gradu-
ated his "syllabaries." Language exercises were also
given his pupils by means of examining the number, form,
position, and color of the designs, holes, and rents in the
wall paper of the school, and expressing their observations

